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AustraUaE«Jtenfs Act 199a 

Notice of Eiititleiiient^ 

(to he: filed 




being authorised b y AINSWORTH Nf)M TNlRF:R CTV :T.Tn 



o f 85-113; Duymin^ Av^r^^ye^ , RC i^^nF^V '^^"^^ .^^^^^'^ . ^/ll ?^ l.'-^.^. v . 

the appliqini in lespcet of an appHcaiion for a patent for aii mvoniion; fentitlcd INIPRQ^EMENTS IN .OR RELATING 



filed under Austrsdian Applfcatipn Nip;, 
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has. for the following ; ^ 

The nominated persons WoitXt?/^ on the grant of a Dati^enfi for the 
invention/ be eiytitled to have the patent assigned to the nominal-eci 
persons . " J ' . • " ' ■ ■ ■ . '■ . 
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\ An akrangemferit : including a coiiitrolle^aFralngad to 
iittrol tl.^ delivei^ a bomrs prize €o ;a pXayer>o£ one - ; 
of a plurality of viSieo gamin^^ machines .li^ to ^the . 
controller to. which' each of tHe roaphiiies ' is Connected/ ^ 
each machine passing information to the eqntrqller 
relating to a percentage of paj^ents into the machine or ^ ^ 
•ot games played on-the machine/ the controller including a 
microprocessor controiled by a programine arranged so that, 
vrtien a >:edeterifc^ned suln has been accumulated f 9^ payment 
as^ a Bonus' prize oi: a. predetermined number" of = games have 
B^^n^played the controllei;, is caused to proyidei: a ^isitoie 
and/or audible indication to each pla^^^ 

Simultaneously act to suspend any game being played, ori. any 
of the machines and- tb .impose a hew game commoa to all 
inachines and to award a bonus prize to the player of ^ny / 
machine first to achieve a predetermihed objective, the 
. coritroiier on payment of the .bonus; prize providing ah 
indidation of this to all machines and causing all 
machines to revert to, independent 




- .i.-;-; Patents;: Aet^.>99^ ' 

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION ^ 
■ PETTTY PATTiBNT''- 



Invention Title: ; . 

Improvements in Video Machines 



best metMd Of perfbrniing it known to t^:- , , 



•^•■'2; ^ 



' TJi^ present: inyentipn xelates to; improyemert^s in ^ 
.■■ -Video gaming machines Und more particularly tp, an v 

arrangement in which a plurality of such video mkchines- 

■ • . ■ mai^ be linked together through a- controller by weans Pf . ; 
i i / ' ■ 5 ^Wiich, under specified ponda*^^^ ; ; 

; . . awarded to the player pf pne of the video machines/ 
. ■ V it is; well knP\m tp prpvid^ a large bonus -p^^^ 
5ac%ot from a grPu^ Pf Uhked Pb^ 
. : ■ ' ■ which a small percentage Pf each player 's >cPirv cpntributes: 
' ■ • " 10. tP a pooled pir.ize . The. present invention prpvides; a means 

■ : \^ ■ ; - pf prpvidihg a boiTus pi^ze that is- different from- and has 
advantages over knpwn methpds •. 

I ; ' The present invention consists in ah arrangement 

including: a ePntrpller arranged;. tP cpntrol the delavPry of ; , 
15 a bonus prize to ^player of one of a plurality of video ; 
. ■ gaming machines linked to: the cohtroller> the Gontroller . . 

■" having means for connection theteto of each of .said video ; 
: ■ " ■^gaming machines.'fbr the transmission o 

j| , . • ■ ; between the cohtrpller aftd the machines and vice versa 

20 each machine being arranged tp. send tp the cpntrpller a, 
signal representative of a percentage of payments made by 
players into the machine or of garnet played on the ; 
machine, . the controller including micro-processor /computer , 
. • means, said means being controlled by a ^programme , the 
' : 25 programme being arranged so that on ; receipt of signals 

from: the machines serving to indicate that a predete?3.ined 
■ sum had'been accumulated for payment as a bonus prize- br ^ 
. predetermined number of games' had been played in the 

. , machines the programme pauses the cbntrcH^ tP prpvide a - 
:" 30 visible and/or audible indication to each player and 

- simultanebusly acts to suspend any' game being :played on 
any of the machines and to impose a nei./-game common to all 
machines and to award a bonus prize to the player of any 
machine first to achieve a predetermined objective, the 

- 35 programme thereafter causing the controller to provide an 
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indication pn ali rnachihes t^i^^t the Wrius f^idze had b0^^^^ ,v :^ 
r .awarded ^d ca^sing^allj mactvioe,. to reyfekt. to independent , . 

■ - ■ iji oirder that ■ the- nature o f the : invent ion , may )?e . 
5 better utuierstoQd a pt^fer^^ thereof is hereinafter, 

destlribed vdth tef etence t^^ the accompanying drawings, m . 

whieh:'^'.- ' ' - ■ ^- - : 

; . ' - Figure l ii a diagram showing^ an! ar?:angemen^ 

piuraiity of videb m^achines connected to a: centrai ■ . ; ; 

■ Figure 2 stoows diagrammatic ally the general logxc of . 

' V the pirogramme accompanying the^ operation; of, th^ controller; ■ 
rigure 3 shows in kore detail the logic of phase. ^ of. _ 

the programine, and 
15 Figiire 4: show? : the logic of phase ;a; o* the prdgrammeV 

■ Figure 1 shows an arrangement of yideo machines 10, 
: = connected to^ a common controller 11 which includes , a , 
micro-prodessor/compnter progralrafied to control th^, 
operation of the controller: ■ The particular^ arxrangement . 
20/ illustrated is programmed to provide a bonus prize . of . ; 
: $ld0.00 on any p3:ayer achieving a line up of three J^cHs,; 
on the screen of the yideo machine being played. The 
/' video machines are of generally conventional construction 
and are programmed ihternally to provide: an input to the . 
25 controller;indicative of a percentage of the value of . 

coins inserted By each player in the Video machines or the 
' number of games played -on the inachinev As indicated in^ _ 
• the diagram^in Figure 2, once a sufficient .sum is credited 

in the .controller from the. video machines the controller 
30 causes a message to^ be displayed^ 6a each machine giving . 
' particulars of the bonus prize to be: von and the 
combination^ required to win. it. It simulta^neousiy arrests 
games being played; ou the individual machines arid ^poses 

■ a secondary game screen common to all machines. The first 
35 machine to.; display the combination of three jacks wins the 
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bonus ^nd t:here tyi^ px6gr^iwne^ 

cau^^s the individual liach t;p, tlieir original 

.■games,,.; ' '■ \.' "'■ '■■ ',■ ' ■■ ■ •■ 

Figures > and 4 indicate in more detail the logic of. 

miEroproce&$Qi^ arid' thercontrpl let,: Figure; J 
Ulustrates what mi^ht^ desdribed: as phase .1 of. the - .. 
.operation which et?inihenc:es when a nominated figure ^as l?een 
accumulated: in-'the c^i^troller.; and ends when secondary 
game appears on the screens of the individual machines. 
Phase 2 commehces when the nominated line up entitling a 
player to : win the bonus ptize has been aclxiexred and the . 
. machine concerned; has been credited with the bonus prize . 
Phase 2 is completed by all machines being reyerted to 
games • . . ■ • ; _ ' . 

While air max-hirves connected; to the controller must ; 
be video machines it is not- necessary. thatVal 1 machines 
shall be playing the same game at the commencement of 
phase 1. ' The arrangement is very flexible in that the 
value- of the bonus prize and. the line up required to \ 
. achieve it can be readily changed. A particular advantage 
; of the arrangement is that during phase. 2 all machines are 
playing the same game. thus giving to eabh player the same 
. chance of winning the bonus . ^ ■ 

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art • 
25 that numerous variations and/or modifications may be made 
. to the invention as shown in the specific embodiments 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the / 
invention as broadly described The present embodiments 
aie , therefore, to be considered in -all respects as 
30 illustrative and hot restrictive . . 
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THE CLAIM DEFINING THE INVENTION IS AS FOLLOWS i ~ : • . 

: 1 An arrangem€S:h1: iric^ a controlle?: arrangfed ta 

con1>roi the deliA^ery of af one 
. of a plurality of video gaining luachines linked to the 

^5 contrQlIeir, . the contrpller mearis; for conne<:tiprv 

thereto of each of said video gaming machines for the 
trahsiivission of elfe th^ cdntrpller 

and the machines and vice versa each machine being 
arranged to send tb the controller a signal repose sent at ive ; 

10 of a percentage of payments made by players into the 

machine or of games played on the machine, the contrbller : 
including micro-prpcessor/computer means^ said means being 
controlled by a programme, the progranmie being arranged so 
that on receipt of signals from the machines serving to 

15 ^ indicate that a predetermined sum had been accumulated f or 
\ : payment: as' a bonus prize or; a predetermined number of , 

games had been played in the machines the programme causes 
the controller to provide a visible and/or audible 
indication to each player and simultaneously acts to 

20 suspend any game being played on any of the machines and 
to impose a new game common to all machines and to award a 

' bonus prize to the player of any machine first to achieve 
a ipredetermined objective, the programme thereafter 
causing the controller to provide an indication on all 

25 machines that the bonu6 prize had been awarded' and causing 
all machines to revert to independent games . 

/ , DATED this 12th day of August 1992 . 

-V > . • . AINSWORTH NOMINEES PTY LTD 

• \. Patent Attorneys for the : 
. ■ " Applicant: _ ; . 
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ABSTRACT - 

. An arrangement including, a control lex arranged to 
contEQiL t;he, d^liveify of a bonus .priie to a player; of • oi^e 
Qf a plurality of video gaming itiachittes linke^^^^^ 
^Qntroia^r vhick each of tlie machinea is ^eoniiected, y " 
' eadW machine passing; i^foEma^^^ conlirbWeir 
relating to a percentage of payments into the machine or 
of games: played .on tha machine. the control ler including; a 
■,micx6processor controlled by a programme arranged 90 that 
vhen a predetermined sum has been accAimulatect f oir payment 
as a bonus prize ot a ptedetermined number of games have 
been played: the controller is paused tO; provide; a visibly 
and/or audible indication to each player, and 
simultaneously: act to suspenciVany game being played, on any 
of the machines and to impose a new ganie common to^ all; 
machines andto award b bonus prize to the player .of any 
machine first to achieve, a predetermined Objective, the 
dohtroller,. ^n payment of the bonus - pri^e providing an ; 
indication of. this to all machines and causing all . ; 
machines to revert to independent gaiiies . ■ • 
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